PURPOSE: The purpose of the Gem, Lapidary, and Mineral Society of Montgomery County MD., Inc. is
“To increase knowledge and popular interest in earth sciences, geology, mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary
arts, and related subjects”.

REGULAR MEETING: Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of the month from September to June. The
Society will meet on Monday January 10th in the dining room of the Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carna-
tion Drive, Rockville. The short business meeting will begin at 7:45 pm but the room is available to us at
7:30 pm so come early and chat with old friends. The presentation "Minerals from the Thomas Range,
Juab County, Utah", will be by our member, Patrick Haynes. He earned a BS in
geology from the NM Institute of Mining and Technology then worked briefly as a
field geologist, followed by work as a geologist for a Colorado construction company.
Recreationally he has collected on the Colorado Plateau, a uranium-rich area, and is
honored to have discovered 8 new mineral species: 4 vanadium minerals, 3 uranium
minerals and a sodium iron arsenate. Patrick continues to field collect and concen-
trate on finding rare species. His personal collection contains nearly 2,500 species, J?
many of which are microscopic and self-collected. He does a bit of photo- =
micrography. Patrick has been a part-time mineral dealer selling/trading at the Den-
ver show for 20 years. There is a wonderful article in the Sep/Oct 2010 issue of Rocks and
Minerals Magazine about Patrick.

Photo by W. Mohr

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet Monday January 24th at the Home of Andy Muir. All
Board members are expected to be there. Any member is welcome to attend but please let Andy know if you
plan to attend at: <amuir21@comcast.net> or phone 301 990 1370.

SHOW EXHIBITS Our once-a-year Big Show will be here before you know it. Pat Repik-Byrne asked
that, due to her work schedule, exhibit applications be received by February 14th. A form is on page 9.

ROSTER UPDATE An updated roster is being sent out in
January. It is for the convenience of members and will be
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SNOW CONTINGENCY Reminder: If schools in Montgomery County
MD are to be cancelled, or let out early, because of weather on the day of a sched-
uled Society meeting, we will have no meeting. Call the Society President or a
Board Member (Numbers on the back of the ROCKHOUNDER) if in doubt.

WAUGH, Jim and Becky, 208 Ridgemont Avenue, Rockville MD 20850-6005,
jbwaughl1211@comcast.net, 240 499 8395.

SAFETY MATTERS by Ellery Borow, EFMLS Safety Chair

Juniors!

Many clubs are fortunate to have a number of junior members. Even clubs that do
not have an active junior contingent are frequently involved with children as family
members of guests, as attendees at our shows, or while visiting the same sites of our
digs and field trips. Kids are all around us.

Children are predisposed to learning and we, as adults, are the teachers. Like it orL
not and, aware of it or not, young adults watch us and learn from us. Children are truly
amazing in their capacity to take in information from their surroundings and that begs the question —
What examples are we setting when children are observing us (and even when they aren’t)? Are we al-
ways following good safety practices? Are we always wearing safety glasses when appropriate? We, as
adults, know the right things to do with regard to safety matters, but do we always make sure we follow
those important safety rules and guidelines — especially when children are present?

With this new year ahead of us, please give some consideration to how we set good safety examples
to the children around us. Like it or not and, know it or not, they are watching what we do and on some
level, taking in these important lessons.

Let’s resolve, in the year to come, to set the best example we can. Our children deserve nothing less.

For this months’ review of an important safety matter, please check out Jim Doran’s great article on
winter field trip planning in the March 2009 issue of the EFMLS News. May you all have a happy and
safe new year.

L) Gr——nllp 5

Safety book for collectors: "Never Fall In A QUArTy™........ccoevieiieeiesieseeseere e by I. Bruce Easily

If you drive your brand new Sportage, which you got for the new year, on icy quarry roads and careen
over the edge and down into the pit it’s enough to Kia.

Ernest wasn’t wearing safety glasses. He stuck a rock which splintered, one piece entering his eye. The
ophthalmologist operated to remove the sliver of rock. He was really searching in earnest.
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REGULAR MEETINGS MINUTES

The December 13, 2010 meeting was called to order by President Eric Kindahl at 8:00 pm, with ap-
proximately 50 people attending. It was M/S/P to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2010 regu-
lar meeting and the November 15, 2010 Board of Directors meeting.

President: Eric Kindahl announced there will be no board meeting in December. Andy had the special
ordered name badges. Eric announced a silent auction of books remaining from the Ballards and of a
rock tumbler, refurbished by Elmer Lantz.

Show Upstairs: Mark Dahlman reminded us that the show was coming up. Dealers are sending in the
checks. He announced that, due to some Fairgrounds building work, the Saturday Gaithersburg flea
market will be in the same building as our show. We will need volunteers to watch the adjoining
doors on Saturday morning.

Show Downstairs: Pat Repik-Byrne announced there was a sign-up sheet circulating to volunteer to
help at the show. She announced the deadline to sign up for the available 45 exhibit cases. (You may
supply your own case. This year it will be at the February 14™ regular meeting. Start your plans now.

Elections: The slate, consisting of the current officers, for re-election was read. Nominations were
requested from the floor. Hearing none, it was M/S/P to re-elect the current officers.

Andy Muir requested that the January Board of Directors meeting be moved to January 24" at his resi-
dence.

It was M/S/P to accept membership of visitors Jim and Becky Waugh.

Rod Towers administered the door prize drawing for juniors. Joel Rosen administered the drawings
for the door prizes.

The holiday party continued. Thanks to all who brought the many desserts and to those
who brought the supplies.

Party and meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.

BOARD MEETING MINUTES &
No Board meeting was held in Dec. s
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FIELD TRIPS January 15th, 1-4 pm. Indoor Field Trip to the Smithsonian's Naturalist Center,
<www.mnh.si.edu/education/planned_programs/naturalist_center.html>. Location: [i¥1DW| SE,
Suite G2, Leesburg, VA.

Children 10 and older are welcome if accompanied by a parent. The Naturakstf€ntres speci-
mens of minerals that you can actually pick up and examinelbasagissecting microscopes and a UV
light. You can bring in your own unknowns to compare with the cenpetsnsens. The collection in-
cludes a sizable number of specimens of local rocks, minerals, aild.foBhis is a good trip for new
rockhounds to get acquainted with specimens you are apt to find ongildiio those planning on at-
tending, please e-mail me at <jgharris7@gmail.com> by Jar@iary It is possible that we could ex-
ceed the limits of what they can handle--in which case | will sched@eond trip.

Directions: From the Beltway, in Virginia, take exit 45A ontoBhéles Toll Rd (VA-267), continue
all the way to exit 1A onto US-15 Byp/SR-7 (almost to Leesburg). Go 0.7 mi, tutdTR(South) onto
Sycolin Rd SE for 1.3 mi. Turn RIGHT (West) onto Miller Dr Skflago 0.2 miles to the office park.
The trip is about 42 minutes from Rockuville. Jonathan G. Harris, Field Trip Chairman

Jonathan has taken us to a variety of places in 2010 ajpd
previous years. Take the time to say a great big thanks tq him.
It is time consuming job deserving of much credit. [Ed,

<7/

NEW BOOK OUT: Roadside Geology of Maryland, Delaware, and Washington, D.CPub-
lished October 15, 2010 by Author John Mans, with lllustrators, MatthewrVaord Suzannah Moran.
Paperback, 6 X 9 inches, 368 pages, list price $24.00. [You can buypechéasaw it for as low as
$16.32 by web surfing - Ed.]

From the sandstone ridges and shale valleys of western Maryldhd s&and dunes
and tidal estuaries on Delaware’s coast, the geologic ésatfrthe Mid-Atlantic re-
gion include a diverse array of rocks and landforms assembled dusnegtinan 1 bil-
lion years of geologic history.

The book’s introduction presents an overview of the geologic histoiasyland,
Delaware, and Washington, D.C. It has 35 road guides which difitedandforms
and rocks visible from a car window, along bike paths, and at yneeasides and
parks, including Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historic Pasateague Island
National Seashore, Rock Creek Park, and Cape Henlopen State Park.whgy sea

level is rising faster in the Chesapeake Bay than in othestaloareas of the world,
find out how the sixth largest impact crater on Earth helped shama@dake Bay, and discover what
moved the rocks at Devils Racecourse in Catoctin Mountain Park.

2011 EFMLS WILDACRES WORKSHOP SESSIONS

Information about the Workshag now in the current (January) EFMLS News-
letter and on the EFMLS website, <www.AMFED.org/EFMLS/Wildaschtm>.
Information about the classes being offered each session, geakers etc. is all
there. You can also download an application form that you can pfiot &fl in
directly on your computer before you print the form out for yourséifyou've
never been to an EFMLS Wildacres Workshop, you're missing a treat.

Our Board of Directors offers one scholarship annually to a $ouetnber who has never been to
Wildacres, has been a member for at least a year, and haadige in club affairs, especially at our
annual show. Nominations are to be submitted to the Board vi&kBdahl. Any member may make
a nomination, including for themselves. The scholarship pays for room and board of $350 per person.

(Wendell Mohr has applications and class schedules for those without e-mail).




